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Abstract: The media plays a significant role in shaping public opinion and influencing policy-
making in various fields, including education. This paper explores the influence of media coverage 
on education policy-making in the United States and the United Kingdom. Through a comparative 
analysis of the two countries, this study examines the ways in which media coverage affects education 
policy-making and how this influence differs in distinct political and cultural contexts. Specifically, 
this paper examines the impact of media coverage on education policies such as school funding, 
standardized testing, and teacher evaluation. The findings reveal that media coverage has a 
considerable influence on education policy-making in both countries, but the degree of this influence 
varies depending on the political and cultural context. 
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Introduction 
Education policy-making is a complex process 
that involves a wide range of stakeholders, 
including policymakers, educators, parents, 
students, and the media. In recent years, media 
coverage has become increasingly influential 
in shaping public opinion and influencing 
policy-making in various fields, including 
education. The media's ability to reach a large 
audience and frame issues has made it a 
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crucial player in education policy-making. 
However, the impact of media coverage on 
education policy-making is not always clear-
cut and may vary depending on the political 
and cultural context. This paper seeks to 
explore the influence of media coverage on 
education policy-making in two countries, the 
United States and the United Kingdom, and 
Identify the factors that shape this influence. 
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Education policy-making is a critical 
aspect of any country's governance, as it affects 
the educational opportunities and outcomes of 
the population. Education policies can impact 
the quality of education provided to students, 
the equity of educational opportunities, and 
the resources available to educational 
institutions. As such, education policy-making 
is an area of interest to educators, 
policymakers, and the general public alike. 

Media coverage of education policy-
making is also an essential aspect to consider, 
as it shapes public opinion, influences 
policymakers' decisions, and can lead to 
changes in education policies. The media can 
serve as a watchdog, highlighting areas of 
concern or success in education policies, and 
providing a platform for the public to voice 
their opinions and concerns. The media can 
also influence policy outcomes by framing the 
issues in a particular way or providing biased 
coverage that can sway public opinion. 

This study aims to examine the influence 
of media coverage on education policy-
making in two countries, the United States and 
the United Kingdom. By comparing the two 
countries, the study can provide insights into 
the ways in which media coverage affects 
education policy-making in different political 
and cultural contexts. Understanding the 
media's influence on education policy-making 
is essential to ensure that education policies 
are equitable, effective, and responsive to the 
needs of all students. 

 
Literature Review 
The media's influence on education policy-
making has been a topic of considerable 
research in recent years. Studies have shown 
that media coverage can affect policy-making 
in several ways, including shaping public 
opinion, influencing policymakers' decisions, 
and setting the policy agenda (Berkowitz, 
2012; Powell & Skoog, 2013). Research also 
suggests that the media's influence on policy-
making may vary depending on the political 
and cultural context in which it operates (Hess  
& McAvoy, 2014). 

In the United States, media coverage of 
education policy-making has been found to 
have a significant impact on policy outcomes. 
For example, media coverage of the No Child 
Left Behind Act (NCLB) helped to shape 
public opinion and influence policymakers' 
decisions regarding education policy (Zhang 
& Wildavsky, 2009). Similarly, media coverage 
of charter schools has influenced public 
opinion and policymakers' decisions, leading 
to the expansion of charter school programs in 
many states (Cobb, 2014). 

In the United Kingdom, media coverage of 
education policy-making has also been found 
to have a significant impact on policy 
outcomes. For example, media coverage of the 
recent changes to the GCSE and A-level exams 
in England influenced public opinion and 
policymakers' decisions, leading to a reversal 
of some of the proposed changes (Gill, 2012). 
Similarly, media coverage of the recent 
controversy surrounding the proposed 
changes to the funding of universities in 
England influenced public opinion and 
policymakers' decisions, leading to a reversal 
of some of the proposed changes (Archer, 
2017). 

The literature review reveals that media 
coverage has a considerable impact on 
education policy-making in both the United 
States and the United Kingdom. The media's 
role in shaping public opinion and influencing 
policymakers' decisions has been widely 
studied in both countries. 

In the United States, scholars have found 
that media coverage can lead to changes in 
education policy outcomes. For instance, 
Zhang and Wildavsky (2009) found that media 
coverage of school funding issues led to 
increased public pressure on policymakers to 
allocate more funds to schools. Similarly, Cobb 
(2014) found that media coverage of 
standardized testing influenced public 
opinion and policymakers' decisions, leading 
to changes in testing policies in many states. 
Dingerson et al. (2018) also found that media 
coverage of teacher evaluation policies had an 
impact on policy outcomes, leading to changes 
in teacher evaluation systems in some states. 
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Similarly, in the United Kingdom, 
scholars have found that media coverage of 
education policy-making can influence policy 
outcomes. Archer (2017) found that media 
coverage of school funding issues led to 
increased public awareness and pressure on 
policymakers to allocate more funds to 
schools. Gill (2012) found that media coverage 
of standardized testing influenced public 
opinion and policymakers' decisions, leading 
to changes in testing policies in some regions. 
Ball (2013) also found that media coverage of 
teacher evaluation policies influenced public 
opinion and policymakers' decisions, leading 
to changes in teacher evaluation systems in 
some areas. 

However, the degree of media influence 
on education policy-making differs depending 
on the political and cultural context in each 
country. Scholars have noted that the role of 
the media in education policy-making in the 
United States is more significant due to the 
country's more decentralized education 
system and the media's greater freedom to 
report on education issues (Hess & McAvoy, 
2014). On the other hand, in the United 
Kingdom, the media's influence on education 
policy-making is more limited due to the 
country's more centralized education system 
and the government's greater control over the 
media (Ball, 2013). 

In conclusion, the literature review reveals 
that media coverage has a considerable 
influence on education policy-making in both 
the United States and the United Kingdom. 
However, the degree of this influence varies 
depending on the political and cultural 
context. The literature highlights the need for 
policymakers to be aware of the media's 
influence on education policy-making and to 
consider the media's perspectives when 
making policy decisions. Understanding the 
media's influence on education policy-making 
is essential to ensure that education policies 
are equitable, effective, and responsive to the 
needs of all students. 
 
 
 

Research Methodology 
This study employs a comparative analysis of 
media coverage and education policy-making 
in the United States and the United Kingdom. 
The study uses a qualitative approach to 
analyze media coverage and policy documents 
related to education policy-making in the two 
countries. The data is collected from a variety 
of sources, including newspapers, television 
news programs, government documents, and 
academic research. 

The analysis focuses on three key areas of 
education policy-making: school funding, 
standardized testing, and teacher evaluation. 
The study examines the ways in which media 
coverage has influenced policy outcomes in 
each of these areas in both countries. The 
analysis also identifies the factors that shape 
the media's influence on education policy-
making, including the political and cultural 
context. 
 
Data Analysis 
For the US, the sample article was taken from 
the New York Times, while for the UK, the 
sample article was taken from The Guardian. 

One of the key findings of this study is that 
media coverage of education policy-making in 
the US tends to be more polarized and 
fragmented compared to the UK. To illustrate 
this finding, we can analyze two news articles 
on education policy from each country. 

The first article, from a US newspaper, 
focuses on the controversy surrounding the 
use of standardized testing in schools. The 
article highlights the views of two opposing 
groups: those who support standardized 
testing as a way to hold schools and teachers 
accountable, and those who oppose 
standardized testing as a way to measure 
student performance. The article also quotes 
politicians from both parties, who have 
different views on the issue. The tone of the 
article is somewhat sensational and 
emphasizes the controversy surrounding the 
issue. 
In contrast, the second article, from a UK 
newspaper, discusses a new policy proposal to 
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reform the national curriculum. The article 
provides a detailed analysis of the proposal, 
including its goals and objectives, as well as 
the potential challenges and benefits of 
implementation. The article quotes experts in 
the field of education and provides a balanced 
perspective on the policy proposal. The tone of 
the article is informative and focused on the 
broader education policy issue. 

This analysis shows that media coverage 
in the US tends to focus more on controversial 
issues and present opposing viewpoints, 
which can lead to a more polarized and 
fragmented media landscape. In contrast, 
media coverage in the UK tends to provide a 
more balanced and informative perspective on 
education policy issues. This difference in 
media coverage can have a significant impact 
on education policy-making decisions, as 
media coverage can shape public opinion and 
influence policymakers' decisions. 

Overall, this analysis provides a useful 
example of how media coverage can differ 
between countries and the potential impact of 
media coverage on education policy-making. 
It also highlights the importance of balanced 
and informative media coverage in shaping 
public opinion and driving policy-making 
decisions. 
 
Results 
The results of the study reveal that media 
coverage has a considerable influence on 
education policy-making in both the United 
States and the United Kingdom. The analysis 
of media coverage and its influence on 
education policy-making in the US and UK 
revealed some interesting findings. In the US, 
media coverage of education policy-making 
was found to be more polarized and 
fragmented compared to the UK. This is partly 
due to the US media's structure and 
organization, which is more commercial and 
politically oriented than the UK media. As a 
result, media coverage in the US tended to be 
more sensational and focused on controversial 
issues, such as school funding and teacher 
evaluation, rather than on broader education 
policy issues. 

In contrast, media coverage in the UK was 
found to be more balanced and focused on 
broader education policy issues, such as 
curriculum development and teacher training. 
The UK media's structure and organization, 
which is more public service-oriented, allows 
for more independent reporting and a broader 
range of perspectives. As a result, media 
coverage in the UK tended to be more 
informative and less sensational than in the 
US. 

Furthermore, the analysis showed that 
media coverage can have a significant impact 
on education policy-making in both countries. 
In the US, media coverage was found to have 
a stronger influence on policy-making 
decisions than in the UK. This is partly due to 
the US media's emphasis on individualism and 
market-driven solutions, which tend to align 
with the political and ideological values of 
many policymakers in the US. As a result, 
media coverage in the US can often drive 
policy-making decisions and shape public 
opinion. 

In the UK, media coverage was found to 
have a more indirect influence on policy-
making decisions, as policymakers tend to rely 
more on evidence-based research and 
consultation with education experts. 
However, media coverage can still play an 
important role in shaping public opinion and 
providing policymakers with information and 
feedback on education policies. 

Overall, the analysis suggests that media 
coverage plays a significant role in shaping 
education policy-making in both the US and 
the UK. However, the impact of media 
coverage varies depending on the media's 
structure and organization, as well as the 
political and cultural context of the country. 
Therefore, policymakers and education 
stakeholders should be aware of the potential 
influence of media coverage on education 
policy-making and take steps to ensure that 
media coverage is balanced, informative, and 
focused on broader education policy issues. 
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Discussion 
In the United States, media coverage of 
education policy-making has been found to 
have a significant impact on policy outcomes 
in all three areas examined. For instance, 
media coverage of school funding issues has 
led to increased public awareness and 
pressure on policymakers to allocate more 
funds to schools (Zhang & Wildavsky, 2009). 
Similarly, media coverage of standardized 
testing has influenced public opinion and 
policymakers' decisions, leading to changes in 
testing policies in many states (Cobb, 2014). 
Media coverage of teacher evaluation policies 
has also had an impact on policy outcomes, 
leading to changes in teacher evaluation 
systems in some states (Dingerson et al., 2018). 

Similarly, in the United Kingdom, media 
coverage of education policy-making has had 
a significant impact on policy outcomes in all 
three areas examined. Media coverage of 
school funding issues has led to increased 
public awareness and pressure on 
policymakers to allocate more funds to schools 
(Archer, 2017). Media coverage of 
standardized testing has influenced public 
opinion and policymakers' decisions, leading 
to changes in testing policies in some regions 
(Gill, 2012). Media coverage of teacher 
evaluation policies has also influenced public 
opinion and policymakers' decisions, leading 
to changes in teacher evaluation systems in 
some areas (Ball, 2013). 

However, the degree of media influence 
on education policy-making differs depending 
on the political and cultural context in each 
country. For instance, the role of the media in 
education policy-making in the United States 
is more significant due to the country's more 
decentralized education system and the 
media's greater freedom to report on 
education issues (Hess & McAvoy, 2014). On 
the other hand, in the United Kingdom, the 
media's influence on education policy-making 
is more limited due to the country's more 
centralized education system and the 
government's greater control over the media 
(Ball, 2013). 

 

US Newspaper Analysis: The New York 
Times 
The sample article from The New York Times 
focuses on the controversy surrounding the 
use of standardized testing in schools. The 
article presents two opposing viewpoints: 
those who support standardized testing as a 
way to hold schools and teachers accountable, 
and those who oppose standardized testing as 
a way to measure student performance. The 
article quotes politicians from both parties 
who have different views on the issue, 
highlighting the political polarization 
surrounding the topic. The tone of the article is 
somewhat sensational and emphasizes the 
controversy surrounding the issue. 

This analysis suggests that The New York 
Times tends to focus on controversial 
education policy issues and present opposing 
viewpoints, which can lead to a more 
polarized media landscape. The newspaper's 
commercial structure and politically oriented 
editorial policies may contribute to this trend. 

 
UK Newspaper Analysis: The Guardian 
The sample article from The Guardian 
discusses a new policy proposal to reform the 
national curriculum. The article provides a 
detailed analysis of the proposal, including its 
goals and objectives, as well as the potential 
challenges and benefits of implementation. 
The article quotes experts in the field of 
education and provides a balanced 
perspective on the policy proposal. The tone of 
the article is informative and focused on the 
broader education policy issue. 

This analysis suggests that The Guardian 
tends to provide a more balanced and 
informative perspective on education policy 
issues. The newspaper's nonprofit structure 
and commitment to independent journalism 
may contribute to this trend. 

These two sample articles provide a useful  
comparison of media coverage of education 
policy issues in the US and UK. The analysis 
suggests that media coverage in the US tends 
to be more polarized and fragmented, while 
media coverage in the UK tends to be more 
balanced and informative. This difference in 
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media coverage can have a significant impact 
on education policy-making decisions, as 
media coverage can shape public opinion and 
influence policymakers' decisions. 

 
Conclusion 
The study reveals that media coverage has a 
considerable influence on education policy-
making in both the United States and the 
United Kingdom. However, the degree of this 
influence varies depending on the political and 
cultural context. The findings suggest that the 
media's influence on education policy-making 
is shaped by factors such as the country's 
education system, the government's control 
over the media, and the media's freedom to 
report on education issues. The study 
highlights the need for policymakers to be 
aware of the media's influence on education 
policy-making and to consider the media's 
perspectives when making policy decisions. 

This comparative analysis of media 
coverage and its influence on education 
policy-making in the US and the UK suggests 
that media coverage can have a significant 
impact on education policy-making in both 
countries. The analysis shows that media 
coverage can shape public opinion and drive 
policy-making decisions, particularly in the 
US, where the media's structure and 
organization are more commercially driven 
and politically oriented. In the UK, media 
coverage tends to have a more indirect 
influence on policy-making decisions, as 
policymakers rely more on evidence-based 

research and consultation with education 
experts. 

The findings of this study suggest that 
media coverage of education policy-making 
should be balanced, informative, and focused 
on broader education policy issues, rather than 
sensational and focused on controversial 
issues. Policymakers and education 
stakeholders should also be aware of the 
potential influence of media coverage on 
education policy-making and take steps to 
ensure that media coverage is fair and 
unbiased. 

Furthermore, the analysis highlights the 
importance of understanding the political and 
cultural context of each country when 
examining the influence of media coverage on 
education policy-making. The US and UK 
have different media structures and 
organizations, as well as different political and 
cultural values, which affect the way media 
coverage influences policy-making decisions. 
Therefore, it is essential to consider the 
country's specific context when examining the 
impact of media coverage on education policy-
making. 

Overall, this study provides valuable 
insights into the complex relationship between 
media coverage and education policy-making 
in two different countries. The findings can be 
useful for policymakers, education 
stakeholders, and media professionals who 
seek to understand the role of media in 
shaping public opinion and driving policy-
making decisions in the field of education. 
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